American Battle Monuments Commission

ABMC may recover the cost of search-
ing for and reviewing records even if
there is ultimately no disclosure of
records (see paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion).

(b) Educational and noncommercial sci-
entific institution requesters. ABMC shall
provide documents to requesters in this
category for the cost of reproduction
alone, excluding charges for the first
100 pages. To be eligible for inclusion in
this category, requesters must show
that the request is being made as au-
thorized by and under the auspices of a
qualifying institution and that the
records are not sought for a commer-
cial use, but are sought in furtherance
of scholarly (if the request is from an
educational institution) or scientific (if
the request is from a non-commercial
scientific institution) research. Re-
questers must reasonably describe the
records sought.

(c) Requesters who are representatives
of the news media. ABMC shall provide
documents to requesters in this cat-
egory when serving the news dissemi-
nation function for the cost of repro-
duction alone, excluding charges for
the first 100 pages. To be eligible for in-
clusion in this category, a requester
must meet the criteria in §404.4(j), and
his or her request must not be made for
a commercial use. In reference to this
class of requester, a request for records
supporting the news dissemination
function of the requester shall not be
considered to be a request that is for a
commercial use. Requesters must rea-
sonably describe the records sought.

(d) AIll other requesters. ABMC shall
charge requesters who do not fit into
any of the categories above fees that
recover the full reasonable direct cost
of searching for and reproducing
records that are responsive to the re-
quest, except that the first 100 pages of
reproduction and the first 2 hours of
search time shall be furnished without
charge. Moreover, requests for records
about the requesters filed in ABMC’s
systems of records will continue to be
treated under the fee provisions of the
Privacy Act of 1974 which permit fees
only for reproduction. Requesters must
reasonably describe the records sought.
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§404.9 Miscellaneous fee provisions.

(a) Charging interest—notice and rate.
ABMC may begin assessing interest
charges on an unpaid bill starting on
the 31st day following the day on which
the billing was sent. The fact that the
fee has been received by ABMC within
the 30-day grace period, even if not
processed, will suffice to stay the ac-
crual of interest. Interest will be at the
rate prescribed in section 3717 of Title
31 of the United States Code and will
accrue from the date of the billing.

(b) Charges for unsuccessful search.
ABMC may assess charges for time
spent searching, even if it fails to lo-
cate the records or if records located
are determined to be exempt from dis-
closure. If ABMC estimates that search
charges are likely to exceed $25, it
shall notify the requester of the esti-
mated amount of fees, unless the re-
quester has indicated in advance his
willingness to pay fees as high as those
anticipated. Such a notice shall offer
the requester the opportunity to confer
with agency personnel with the object
of reformulating the request to meet
his or her needs at a lower cost.

(c) Aggregating requests. A requester
may not file multiple requests at the
same time, each seeking portions of a
document or documents, solely in order
to avoid payment of fees. When ABMC
reasonably believes that a requester, or
a group of requestors acting in concert,
has submitted requests that constitute
a single request, involving clearly re-
lated matters, ABMC may aggregate
those requests and charge accordingly.
One element to be considered in deter-
mining whether a belief would be rea-
sonable is the time period over which
the requests have occurred.

(d) Advance payments. ABMC may not
require a requester to make an advance
payment, i.e., payment before work is
commenced or continued on a request,
unless:

(1) ABMC estimates or determines
that allowable charges that a requester
may be required to pay are likely to
exceed $250. Then, ABMC will notify
the requester of the likely cost and ob-
tain satisfactory assurance of full pay-
ment where the requester has a history
of prompt payment of FOIA fees, or re-
quire an advance payment of an
amount up to the full estimated
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charges in the case of requesters with
no history of payment; or

(2) A requester has previously failed
to pay a fee charged in a timely fashion
(i.e., within 30 days of the date of the
billing). Then, ABMC may require the
requester to pay the full amount owed
plus any applicable interest as provided
above or demonstrate that he or she
has, in fact, paid the fee, and to make
an advance payment of the full amount
of the estimated fee before the agency
begins to process a new request or a
pending request from that requester.

(3) When ABMC acts under paragraph
(d)(2) or (2) of this section, the adminis-
trative time limits prescribed in the
FOIA, 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(6) (i.e., 20 working
days from receipt of initial requests
and 20 working days from receipt of ap-
peals from initial denial, plus permis-
sible extensions of these time limits),
will begin only after ABMC has re-
ceived fee payments described in para-
graphs (d)(1) and (2) of this section. Ef-
fect of the Debt Collection Act of 1982
(Pub. L. 97-365). ABMC should comply
with provisions of the Debt Collection
Act, including disclosure to consumer
reporting agencies and use of collec-
tion agencies, where appropriate, to en-
courage repayment.

§404.10 Waiver or reduction of

charges.

Fees otherwise chargeable in connec-
tion with a request for disclosure of a
record shall be waived or reduced
where it is determined that disclosure
is in the public interest because it is
likely to contribute significantly to
public understanding of the operations
or activities of the Government and is
not primarily in the commercial inter-
est of the requester.

PART  406—ENFORCEMENT  OF
NONDISCRIMINATION ON THE
BASIS OF HANDICAP IN PRO-
GRAMS OR ACTIVITIES CON-
DUCTED BY AMERICAN BATTLE
MONUMENTS COMMISSION

Sec.

406.101 Purpose.

406.102 Application.
406.103 Definitions.
406.104-406.109 [Reserved]
406.110 Self-evaluation.
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406.111 Notice.

406.112-406.129 [Reserved]

406.130 General prohibitions against dis-
crimination.

406.131-406.139 [Reserved]

406.140 Employment.

406.141-406.148 [Reserved]

406.149 Program accessibility: Discrimina-
tion prohibited.

406.150 Program accessibility: Existing fa-
cilities.

406.151 Program accessibility:
struction and alterations.

406.152-406.159 [Reserved]

406.160 Communications.

406.161-406.169 [Reserved]

406.170 Compliance procedures.

406.171-406.999 [Reserved]

AUTHORITY: 29 U.S.C. 794.

SOURCE: 51 FR 4577, Feb. 5, 1986, unless oth-
erwise noted.

New con-

§406.101 Purpose.
This part effectuates section 119 of

the Rehabilitation, Comprehensive
Services, and Developmental Disabil-
ities Amendments of 1978, which

amended section 504 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973 to prohibit discrimina-
tion on the basis of handicap in pro-
grams or activities conducted by Exec-
utive agencies or the United States
Postal Service.

§406.102 Application.

This part applies to all programs or
activities conducted by the agency.

§406.103 Definitions.

For purposes of this part, the term—

Assistant Attorney General means the
Assistant Attorney General, Civil
Rights Division, United States Depart-
ment of Justice.

Auxiliary aids means services or de-
vices that enable persons with im-
paired sensory, manual, or speaking
skills to have an equal opportunity to
participate in, and enjoy the benefits
of, programs or activities conducted by
the agency. For example, auxiliary aids
useful for persons with impaired vision
include readers, Brailled materials,
audio recordings, telecommunications
devices and other similar services and
devices. Auxiliary aids useful for per-
sons with impaired hearing include
telephone handset amplifiers, tele-
phones compatible with hearing aids,
telecommunication devices for deaf
persons (TDD’s), interpreters,



